AL-I-B-030
Indigo Tunnel

Indigo Tunnel ig located on the Western Maryland
Railway's Cumberland Extension which was begun in
1903 and was completed in 1905. This tunnel is
the longest of five tunnels on the line, and the
Tongest tunnel in Allegany County, including all
railroads. The 4350 foot tunnel, north of Little

Orleans, is Supported by wooden beam arches. Cement

circular openings. The tunnel is in good condition
although its tracks have been removed.
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COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
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DESCRIPTION AL-T-£-030

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUnaLTereo X _oRIGINAL SITE
-‘Gooo —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Indigo Tunnel is located on the Cumberland Extension
of the Western Maryland Railway north of Little Orleans.

The tunnel is 4350 feet in length and is supported
by wooden beam arches. Cement portals on both ends
have corbeled edges and semicircular openings. It
was designed for single track usage. The tracks have
been removed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



A SIGNIFICANCE AlL-I-8-030

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PRERISTORIC — COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW —.SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —__EDUCATION — MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART X _ENGINEERING __MuUSIC — THEATER
—_1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY ETRANSPORTATION
—1900- —.COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 19Us=05 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of the Western Maryland Railway's Cumberland
Extension began in 1903 and was completed in 1905. (1)

A modern railroad, extending from Big Pool to Cumberland,
a distance of 60 miles, was built under the direction of
J.Q. Barlow as Chief Engineer. The line 1ies in the
Potomac River Valley for the entire distance, and for

the greater part of the distance parallels the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal. (2)

The single line track was built in two years overcoming
natural obstacles of mountains and the Potomac River and the
man-made obstacles of the National Turnpike and the C and O
Canal. The extension was opened for all traffic 1in June of
1906.(3)

Indigo Tunnel is the longest of the five tunnels on the
1ine, and the longest tunnel in Allegany County including all
railroads. The 4350 foot tunnel, north of Little Orleans, is
supported by wooden beam arches. (4) Cement portals on both
ends have corbeled edges and semicircular openings. The
tunnel is in good condition although its tracks have been
removed.

(1) Edward M. Killough History of Western Maryland Railway (Baltimore
Voluntary Relief Department Press) p. 21

(2) 1bid
(3) Ibid, p. 22
(4) Tbid

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T
[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
Julie Baker, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites March 4, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Cumberiand Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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